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But if we include all greenhouse gases, 
we’re already at 459 parts per million. 450 459
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Relative to the early 20th century,
average British temperatures have
already risen by about 1°C.



21 Which means we’re already halfway to
a dangerous 2°C temperature rise
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“The cost of swift action to reduce carbon
emissions will be small (2% or less of national
income); but that will rise the longer we leave it.”2%



20%
“Business as usual climate change will
reduce welfare by an amount equivalent
to a reduction in consumption per head
of between 5 and 20%.”

“The cost of swift action to reduce carbon
emissions will be small (2% or less of national
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ADAPT
It will be essential to adapt to the climate change
that will result from our past emissions. In England
we will see increased flooding and water stress;
Green roofs have the benefits of slowing rainwater
run-off, insulating the building and providing a
natural habitat.



Excluding international aviation and shipping.

Source of emissions in the UK

Industry 27.9%
Transport 27.4%

Residential 26.4%
Commercial/Public Sector 17.0%

Agriculture/Forestry 01.3%
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20million
The Government has also announced plans to build 33GW

of offshore wind by 2020, enough to power 20 million
homes, at a cost of £80 billion – the same levelised cost
(£/MWh) as electricity from conventional thermal plants



The architecture of England’s period homes
are major environmental offenders. With no
wall cavities to fill they are expensive and
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The architecture of England’s period homes
are major environmental offenders. With no
wall cavities to fill they are expensive and
difficult to insulate.

Energy Performance Certificates will
enable home buyers or tenants to

compare energy efficiency and fuel costs
of the dwellings they are considering.

x
a
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Half of all car trips in London are for
distances under 2km. 

Cycling in London is gaining momentum,
with 83% more cycling on London’s
major roads in 2007 compared with 2000.

83%



Land use change accounts for a quarter of global CO2

emissions and biofuel crops are a contributing factor.
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Land use change accounts for a quarter of global CO2

emissions and biofuel crops are a contributing factor.

Biodiesel from used cooking oil, unlike its crop
alternative, saves up to 80% CO2 compared to its fossil
fuel alternative. Both large scale and cottage industry
producers are fast appearing throughout the country.

CO2

80%



Homes across Britain are wasting a total of 
3.3m tonnes of food a year, which means 15p 
of each £1 spent on food is wasted. 
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£146million
Homes across Britain are wasting a total of 
3.3m tonnes of food a year, which means 15p 
of each £1 spent on food is wasted. 

Sales of organic food through box schemes,
farmers’ markets and farm shops grew by 54% 
to £146 million during 2006.



2050 Aviation produces other greenhouse
gases as well as CO2, and with
radiative forcing, aviation emissions
could equal the total emissions for
all other sectors by 2050.



CO2
Flying between London, Paris 
or Brussels generates ten 
times more emissions of the
greenhouse gas carbon dioxide
(CO2) than travelling by Eurostar.

2050 Aviation produces other greenhouse
gases as well as CO2, and with
radiative forcing, aviation emissions
could equal the total emissions for
all other sectors by 2050.



There are 4.5 million 
fuel poor households 
in the UK.4.5
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Turning your thermostat down
by 1 degree can save up to 10%
of your heating costs.

10%



In conventional power stations
only around 40% per cent of the
coal or gas used is converted into
electricity – the rest is wasted heat. 
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40%

District heating powered by
combined heat and power plants 
are 85% efficient

85%


